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The “Bunkhouse Project ”  was
conceived in  November  2015,  before
the LaPra i r iea i re  Ecotour ism v is ion
had ful ly  mater ia l ized .  I  took a  ser ies
of  p ictures  and recorded the
dimensions  (8 ’X16 ’X7 ’  height ) ,  and
lef t  the idea to  incubate .    
 
The or ig inal  funct ion of  th is
bunkhouse was to  house men
employed on threshing crews as  they
moved f rom farm to  farm dur ing the
fal l  harvest ,  wi th  each crew
comprised of  10-12 men whose role
ranged f rom f i r ing the boi ler  of  the
steam powered t ractor ,  to  loading
bundles  onto a  horse  drawn wagon
for  del ivery  to  the threshing
machine .  I  am told  the wagon did  not
requi re  a  dr iver  as  the horses  would
move f rom one row of  s tooks  (s tack
of  bundles )  to  the next  and stop
without  superv is ion .  

The or ig inal  funct ion of
th is  bunkhouse was  to
house men employed on
threshing crews

Source:  Glenbow Archives  (c .  1914)



Each bunkhouse ,  depending on i t ' s  s ize
would accommodate 6  to  8  men in  over
and under  bunks ,  p lus  some bunkhouses
being conf igured as  cookhouses  to  feed
the crews several  meals  and lunches
dur ing the course  of  a  work ing day .
 
This  bunkhouse was ut i l ized by  my
father ,  Palmer  Hagen (1915-2004) ,  as
winter  feed storage and a  feeding
stat ion for  h is  range cows .  When I
returned to  the farming operat ion in
1999,  the bunkhouse was replaced by  a
steel  b in  c/w with  e lect r ic  auger ,  and
was stored away f rom potent ia l  harm -
parked in  a  safe  locat ion where i t ’ s
future  could be contemplated .

Above:  The beginnings  of  the  restorat ion
Below:  Camrose County  Counci l lor ,  Jack  Lyle
& Forrest  Hagen mid-restorat ion

A bi t  more background based on my
l imited knowledge of  bunkhouses :  the
LaPra i r iea i re  bunkhouse ,  and one other  I
have seen,  c lear ly  shows that  at  least
these two fol lowed ident ical  des ign ,
which may support  the theory  that  some
were custom bui l t  for  threshing ,  lumber
camp,  or  road construct ion crews .  Both
structures  began with  non-paral le l
( t rapezoidal )  hor izontal  beams at tached
to the bolsters  on which were at tached
perpendicular  f loor  s t r ingers  on 18”
centers ,  which formed the foundat ions
for  the wal l  s tuds .  On top of  the f loor
st r ingers  were 12”  rough s labs  la id  the
length of  the st ructure .  On top of  th is
was 1”X4”  t&g f i r  f loor ing la id
perpendicular  to  the long axis .  A l l
d iagonal  wal l  brac ing was done by
notching the studs  on the outs ide .  These
were not  ins igni f icant  s t ructures  - they
were very  thoughtful ly  bui l t .
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Fast  forward to  November  2018,  with
three years  of  contemplat ion and the
evolut ion of  LP Ecotours ,
the bunkhouse made the 1-1/2 mi le
journey to  LaPra i r iea i re  home-base
with the v is ion of  restor ing i t  for
use as  unique guest  accommodat ion .
 
So ,  with  encouragement  f rom many
and sk i l led ass is tance f rom son
Bennett ,  the restorat ion began.
Some of  the chal lenges  encountered
were that  through 100 years  of  use ,
the st ructure  was no longer  (or
never  was)  square  as  wel l  as  much of
the skeleton being In  need of
replacement .  The second s igni f icant
chal lenge was sourc ing replacement
f i r  f loor ing -  enter  Brad El l i s .  

THE
VISION

Brad ,  a  fami ly  f r iend who was ra ised
in  the Fraser  Val ley  of  BC,  located a
bui ld ing in  Chi l l iwack that  was
being redeveloped and the or ig inal
f i r  f loor ing being replaced .  So ,  my
summer vacat ion began -  a  road t r ip   
to  Chi l l iwack!  Thanks  to  Brad ,  the
f loor  was replaced with  ample
surplus  for  another  pro ject .  Another
support ive  f r iend of fered ship  lap
from an obsolete  granary  to
complete  the exter ior  wal ls .
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Above:  windows sourced f rom histor ic
bui ld ings  in  Alberta

Left :  F i r  f loor ing sourced f rom Chi l l iwack,  BC



Final ly ,  re f in ishing the f loor ing ,
insta l lat ion of  a  wal l  to  create  a
separate  s leeping space and wir ing a
few l ights  and c i rcui ts ,  the space
was ready to  be s imply  furnished .  
 
Whi le  t ime did  not  permit ,  the wal ls
and ce i l ing wi l l  be  insulated and
panel led at  a  later  date .  Rome
wasn' t  bui l t  in  a  day!  
 
Thank you to  everyone for  thei r
support  and encouragement .
 
F o r r e s t  H a g e n

bunkhouse
noun [buhngk-hous]   
a rough bui ld ing,  of ten with
bunk beds ,  used for  s leeping
quarters ,  as  for  ranch hands ,
migratory  workers ,  or  campers .
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