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Unquest ionably ,  the most  s igni f icant
spi r i tual  object  in  Western Canadian
abor ig inal  h is tory  was ,  and st i l l  i s ,  “ the
Manitou Stone” ,  a lso  known as  the I ron
Creek Meteor i te .The f i rs t  white
explorer  to  be made aware of  the
object  was Alexander  Henry  the
Younger  in  1810 (a l though no white
man actual ly  saw the “s tone”  unt i l
1860)  as  he t ravel led through the
Batt le  River  watershed near  present-
day Hardisty ,  an hour  East  of
LaPra i r iea i re .
 
My f i rs t  exposure to  the “Stone”  began
in my chi ldhood years  when my parents ,
whose pass ion for  local  h is tory  took
our  family  on many excurs ions ,
inc luding the Hardisty  area .  My second
exper ience was on a  bus  tour  lead by
Heinz  Pyszczck ,  now ret i red ,  but  then
Parkland Archaeologist  with  the
Archaeological  Survey of  Alberta .The
tour ,  which included Abor ig inal  E lders ,
began with  a  v is i t  to  a  LaPra i r iea i re
s i te ,  inc luded a  s top at  the “V ik ing
Ribstones” ,  and concluded in  the I ron
Creek area NW of  Hardisty  where the
“Stone”  i s  known to  have rested .  

Top:  Photograph of  I ron Creek Meteor i te .  
 
Bottom:  “Straw Stack  Hi l l ” ,  one locat ion the
stone is  speculated to  have been located



Day 1 takes  us  to  the area where the
“stone”  came to  rest  fo l lowing i ts  fa l l
f rom the heavens ,  fo l lowed by a  v is i t
to  the equal ly  important  “V ik ing
Ribstones" .  
 
Fol lowing a  break for  t radi t ional
Ukra in ian lunch at  Leonel ’ s  P lace in
Vegrevi l le ,  we move on to  the Nat ional
Histor ic  S i te  at  V ictor ia  Cross ing on
the North Saskatchewan near  Smokey
Lake where the “ I ron Stone”  made i ts
next  s top in  1866.
 
We then make our  way to  nearby “Mét is
Cross ing” ,  where we wi l l  overnight  in
Mét is  s ty le  t rapper 's  tents  over looking
the r iver .

Above:  Vik ing Ribstones
Below:  Victor ia  Cross ing Sett lement
Histor ic  S i te
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DAY ONE:
MANITOU STONE TO
MÉTIS CROSSING

Most  recent ly ,  I  was  for tunate  to  have
travel led extens ively  with  Ken
Favrholdt  whi le  he conducted research
of  a l l  avai lable  l i terary  sources ,  for  h is
paper  “The I ron Stone”  wr i t ten for
“Alberta ’s  History” .    
 
New for  2020,  LP Ecotours  of fers  a  two
day tour  t rac ing the or ig in  and
ci rcui tous  t ravels  of  th is  sacred object .

Left :  V ictor ia  Cross ing Sett lement
Provinc ia l  Histor ic  S i te



Métis  Cross ing of fers  us  10 comfort
camping accommodat ions .  These
include t rappers  tents  with  beds ,  a
wood heater ,  and v iew of  the r iver .  
Guests  are  asked to  br ing thei r  own
sleeping bags .  
 
The newly  opened "Gather ing
Centre"  of fers  a  cafe  with  everything
from a quick  lunch to  a  t ruly
uniquely  del ightful  d inner
exper ience .  Execut ive  Chef  B i l l
Alexander  has  created a  Mét is
cul inary  exper ience to  wow al l  of
your  senses ,  with  a  phi losophy of
land to  table  eat ing .
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Comfort  camping at  Mét is  Cross ing 

OVERNIGHT:
COMFORT CAMPING
AT MÉTIS CROSSING 

Métis  Cross ing s i ts  on
512-acres  of  r iver  lot
t i t les  f rom the or ig inal
Mét is  sett lers  to  th is
region in  the  late  1800's



The fol lowing morning we make a  1 .5
hour  t r ip  down Victor ia  Tra i l  to
Edmonton,  to  the RAM (Royal  Alberta
Museum) where the repatr iated “ I ron
Stone”  now res ides ,  for  a  curated v is i t
to  the specia l  pavi l ion where i t  i s  on
display .  
 
The pavi l ion in  which the “s tone”  i s
exhibi ted is  in  a  f ree admiss ion area ,
but  a  fu l l  tour  of  the museum is
opt ional .
 
Day 2  concludes  with  a  number  of  f ine
dining poss ib i l i t ies  in  the Edmonton
area ,  or  returning to  LaPra i r iea i re  and
your  overnight  s tay  in  the refurbished
1976 Ai rs t ream or  restored
“Bunkhouse” .

L A  P R A I R I E A I R E  E C O T O U R I S M L P E C O T O U R S . C A

Royal  Alberta  Museum in  Edmonton,  Alberta

DAY TWO:
ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM TO
LA PRAIRIEAIRE

Looking forward to  the adventure!
 
F o r r e s t  H a g e n
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